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Abstract:

In many countries, traditional medical planning for disasters developed largely in response to battlefield and
multiple casualty incidents, generally involving corporal injuries. The mass evacuation of a metropolitan
population in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina evolved into life-and-death triage scenarios involving
thousands of patients with nontraumatic ilinesses and special medical needs. Although unprecedented in
the United States, triage management needs for this disaster were similar to other large-scale public health
emergencies, both natural and human-generated, that occurred globally in the past half-century. The need
for alternative triage-management processes similar to the methodologies of other global mass public health
emergencies is illustrated through the experience of disaster medical assistance teams in the first 3 days
following Katrina's landfall. The immediate establishment of disaster-specific, consensus-based, public
health emergency-related triage protocols-developed with ethical and legal expertise and a renewed focus
on multidimensional, multifactorial matrix decision-making processes-is strongly recommended.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/DMP.0b013e3181734eb6

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: &
audience to whom the resource is directed
Health Professional, Policymaker
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement
Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature: ™
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

Ocean/Coastal, Urban

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

United States

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury

Intervention: ™

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status
Other Vulnerable Population: People with chronic conditions
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Research Article, Research Article
Timescale: &
time period studied
Time Scale Unspecified
Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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